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Abstract: This study endeavors to delve into the diverse attitudes held by Arabic speakers
towards dialects, language utilization, and pronunciation, while concurrently analyzing the
impact of social identity on their language conduct. Adopting a qualitative research
framework, the study employed open-ended questions to gather comprehensive data from a
representative subset of proficient Arabic speakers. A broad spectrum of participants offered
valuable insights into their attitudes toward dialects, perceptions regarding the imperative
nature of attaining flawless Arabic proficiency, levels of linguistic adaptability, self-
assurance in spoken Arabic, as well as the compelling influence of their social identities on
pronunciation. The analysis of the gathered responses revealed appreciation among
participants for the richness of dialectical diversity, which they perceived as a formidable
strength. Paradoxically, these individuals also experienced considerable pressure to achieve
an elusive standard of perfect Arabic proficiency, driven by the demanding expectations of
work and social spheres. Additionally, participants exhibited some degree of flexibility in
their approach to language use, manifesting varying levels of confidence in their Arabic
speaking abilities. Significantly, the study uncovered a correlation between social identity
and pronunciation patterns, illuminating how one's identity exerts a tangible influence on
their linguistic articulation.

Keywords: language attitudes, language behavior, language diversity, language
flexibility, social identity

1. Introduction

Arabic, as a primary language, is spoken by a substantial number of individuals on
a global scale. With a presence in more than 25 countries and a speaker population
surpassing 420 million, Arabic commands a significant position as one of the most
prevalent languages internationally (Asiri 2019). However, despite the fluency
exhibited by its speakers, potential obstacles in communication arise due to the
notable regional heterogeneity ingrained within Arabic, encompassing variations in
pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax (Albirini 2016). Consequently, these
variations give rise to perceptible sonic distinctions, wherein acquiring precise
Arabic pronunciation poses a considerable challenge. The diverse factors
contributing to this variation encompass regional dialects, socioeconomic status,
and individual speech patterns. Arabic regional dialects demonstrate substantial
disparities in vocabulary, intonation, and pronunciation, as demonstrated by the
contrasting features apparent in Egyptian, Saudi Arabian, and Moroccan Arabic.
These variations can be attributed to the intricate interplay of historical, cultural,
and linguistic influences. Moreover, socioeconomic class plays a role in shaping
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the acoustic diversity of Arabic, as different dialects align with distinct
socioeconomic groups across diverse Arabic-speaking nations. For instance, the
dialect employed by urban elites markedly differs from that utilized in rural or
working-class contexts. Additionally, individual speech patterns can exert an
influence on the acoustic variation of Arabic, as individuals may pronounce words
or phrases differently owing to their upbringing, education, and personal
preferences, a phenomenon observable across languages. Furthermore, Arabic
boasts distinctive phonetic characteristics, including the utilization of pharyngeal
consonants and the presence of glottal stops, which contribute to the intricate
complexity and auditory diversity of the language. By virtue of these
considerations, it can be deduced that the acoustic variety encountered in Arabic
reflects its inherent richness, diversity, and the extensive range of dialects and
variants it encompasses.

The objective of this research is to investigate the socio-acoustic
heterogeneity of Arabic through an analysis of the phonetic variation in regional
dialects and social stratification This study aims to investigate diverse attitudes and
behaviors pertaining to Arabic dialects prevalent in the Arab region, encompassing
Gulf Arabic, Levantine Arabic, and North-African Arabic. The research endeavors
to explore the sociolinguistic distinctions in the pronunciation of Arabic speakers,
considering variables such as age, gender, and educational attainment. Extensive
scholarly inquiries have been conducted to examine the acoustic characteristics of
different Arabic dialects and the consequential regional discrepancies. Aljutaily
(2018) undertook a phonetic analysis of Gulf Arabic, elucidating the distinctive
acoustic properties inherent in this dialect. In a parallel vein, a comprehensive
acoustic inquiry of Levantine Arabic was conducted by Al-Tamimi and Khattab
(2018), unveiling perceptible deviations in vowel formants across discrete regional
iterations of the dialect. The aforementioned studies illustrate that the examination
of the acoustic characteristics of Arabic dialects can facilitate an enhanced
comprehension of the geographical diversity in phonetic articulation. The
pronunciation of Arabic can be influenced by social factors, in addition to regional
variation. Research has indicated that the articulation of the Arabic language is
subject to variation contingent upon the speaker's age, gender, and level of
education (Miller, Al-Wer, Caubet and Watson 2007; Abudalbuh 2010)

The objective of the present investigation is to expand upon the
aforementioned discoveries by examining the socio-acoustic characteristics of the
Arabic language as spoken by individuals belonging to diverse age groups, genders,
and educational backgrounds. The primary objective is to enhance comprehension
of the socio-acoustic heterogeneity of Arabic through an analysis of the regional
dialects and phonetic differences that arise from social variation. Through the
examination of attitudes and practices surrounding Arabic dialects, valuable
insights can be obtained regarding the various factors that influence the
pronunciation of the language. This, in turn, can enhance our capacity to
communicate proficiently with Arabic-speaking individuals. In order to accomplish
this objective, it is imperative that we address a set of four inquiries:
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1. How do attitudes towards language variation and dialects among Arabic
speakers influence their linguistic behavior in different social contexts?

2. To what extent does the social identity of Arabic speakers influence their
language use and linguistic adaptability, particularly in relation to their
spoken Arabic proficiency?

3. What are the observable patterns of linguistic variation among Arabic
speakers, and how do these variations relate to their attitudes and social
identities?

2. Literary background

Arabic, an emblematic Semitic language spoken by a global population exceeding
400 million individuals, commands the position of being the fifth most widely
spoken language worldwide (El Zein & Al Jarwan 2021). Despite its extensive
prevalence, Arabic exhibits remarkable dialectal variation, making it an intriguing
subject of inquiry within the domains of sociolinguistics, dialectology, and
phonetics. An array of studies has delved into the acoustic characteristics of Arabic
dialects, unraveling the intricacies of their sociolinguistic variations. One of the
notable research efforts is the study conducted by Adam in 2017, which focused on
the Libyan Arabic dialect. This research revealed significant pronunciation
differences observed among different age and gender groups. Mouleme and
Belouahem (2020) in-depth investigation into the Algerian Arabic dialect shed light
on the influence of social factors, such as education and socioeconomic status, on
sound articulation. Furthermore, geographical influences on Arabic dialects have
been subjected to scrutiny, as exemplified by Bettega (2018) in a study on the
phonetic attributes of the Jordanian Arabic dialect, which identified substantive
distinctions between the northern and southern regions of the country.

Equally significant is research by Aljutaily and Alhoody (2020) elucidating
the phonetic peculiarities of the Lebanese Arabic dialect, highlighting how regional
variations in pronunciation emanate from the influence exerted by neighboring
languages and dialects. The exploration of acoustic diversity within Arabic dialects
has emerged as a burgeoning area of interest in the expansive domain of linguistics,
furnishing invaluable insights into the intricate tapestry interweaving language and
culture in the Arab world. The present study seeks to contribute to this burgeoning
corpus of scholarly work by investigating the acoustic features characterizing
diverse Arabic dialects while exploring the societal factors that mold their
pronunciation patterns. Cumulatively, these studies underscore the significance of
delving into the acoustic diversity and sociolinguistic variations manifested within
Arabic dialects, as acquiring a comprehensive understanding of these facets
assumes paramount importance not only for linguists but also for educators and
language learners alike, facilitating a deeper appreciation of the Arabic language
and its multifaceted linguistic landscape.

Miller et al. (2007) embarked on an exploratory investigation with the
primary goal of elucidating the heterogeneous patterns of pronunciation evident in
Arabic dialects, specifically focusing on the dynamic interplay between regional
discrepancies and social class differentials. The study utilized a survey-based
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approach, meticulously administering a well-structured questionnaire to a
judiciously selected cohort of 305 participants. This cohort was strategically chosen
to encompass diverse social strata and geographical locales within the Arab world.

The findings of the study shed light on the salient impact of social class on
the dialectal variations observed. Notably, individuals belonging to higher
socioeconomic echelons demonstrated a propensity for employing more
standardized renditions of the Arabic language. Conversely, those hailing from
lower socioeconomic backgrounds exhibited a predilection towards adopting
vernacular dialects. The implications of this research underscore the conspicuous
influence exerted by social class on the linguistic preferences and behaviors
exhibited by members of Arabic-speaking communities. Hence, these findings
accentuate the momentous role played by socioeconomic status in shaping the
selection and usage of language variants among Arabic speakers.

In a separate inquiry, Harbi (2022) did a study with a particular focus on the
viewpoint of the students, examining the effects of Arabic diglossia on non-native
Arabic learners. Data were acquired using a qualitative research design from a
sample of non-native Arabic speakers through surveys and interviews. Regarding
the difficulties they have in learning and social communication, these individuals
expressed their perspectives and experiences. The study used a mix of surveys and
interviews as research instruments to efficiently collect data. Interviews gave the
researchers a more in-depth grasp of the individuals' opinions and experiences,
while surveys gave them a more thorough understanding of the general attitudes
held by non-native Arabic speakers. The main findings of the study shed light on
the challenges encountered by non-native Arabic learners in adjusting to the formal
and informal variations of Arabic produced by diglossia. Their exposure to the
formal variety, primarily obtained within educational institutions, reduced their
ability to understand and effectively utilize it, resulting in difficulties with social
communication and the learning process. The study also underlines how diglossia
can negatively impact non-native Arabic learners' motivation and self-esteem. Due
to their perceived poorer formal language proficiency in comparison to their
classmates, or due to difficulties understanding the spoken dialect, feelings of
discouragement and embarrassment may develop. Using these findings as support,
the study promotes the inclusion of both formal and informal Arabic in language
instruction curricula. This educational strategy is thought to better prepare non-
native students for effective communication in a variety of settings. As a result, the
study emphasizes the importance of using pedagogical techniques and interventions
that are intended to overcome the difficulties caused by Arabic diglossia and, in
turn, improve the overall learning experience for non-native Arabic learners.

The study by Eid (1988) titled "Principles for code-switching between
Standard and Egyptian Arabic" investigates code-switching between Standard
Arabic and Egyptian Arabic in the context of a diglossic speech community,
specifically in Egypt. The research analyzes radio and television interviews and
panel discussions to understand how speakers alternate between the two language
varieties, switching within sentences and across sentence boundaries. The study
focuses on syntactic aspects of this code-switching phenomenon and argues that the
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process is not random but follows specific principles related to the position of the
switch, the type of linguistic category involved, and the language variety used. The
study proposes and discusses two principles that explain the presence or absence of
certain code-switches based on the examined data. First is the positional Principle,
which pertains to the location within sentences and across sentence boundaries
where code-switching occurs. It examines the syntactic positions where speakers
choose to switch between Standard Arabic and Egyptian Arabic. Second is the
linguistic Category Principle, which deals with the type of linguistic elements or
categories that are involved in the code-switching process. It explores which
linguistic elements are more likely to be switched and which ones tend to remain
consistent within a particular language variety.

Abdelfattah and Ritt-Benmimoun (2022) conducted a study titled "Language
attitudes in Northwestern Tunisia and their implications for speech patterns," which
reveals the following key points: The research focuses on investigating the
relationship between language attitudes and practices in Tunisia, specifically in the
governorates of Siliana and Jendouba, located in northwest Tunisia. Data for the
analysis were collected through qualitative interviews (43 interviews) and
participant observation during fieldwork conducted in the spring and summer of
2019. The researchers also conducted a systematic investigation of salient linguistic
features. The study highlights the attitudes of speakers towards their local dialect
and the dialect spoken in the capital city, Tunis. It reveals that the capital city and
coastal towns like Sousse are perceived as urban and advanced in education and
lifestyle, while the central and northwestern regions are seen as rural and culturally
less developed. The researchers explore how social meanings are attributed to
specific linguistic variables, such as the use of the urban [q] sound, considered as
"genteel" or refined, in contrast to the rural [g] sound. They also discuss the
adoption of the urban personal pronoun of the 1st person singular, &na, as a
linguistic feature that carries social connotations. Furthermore, the study analyzes
the impact of these language attitudes on speech patterns within the dialect, and
how they contribute to processes of dialect leveling and language change. The
researchers find that language ideologies and attitudes are influenced by factors
such as age, gender, and level of education. They observe that young, educated
women with a rural background are more likely to adopt urban features, possibly
due to societal expectations for women to exhibit refinement. However, the
situation regarding the personal pronoun of the 1st person singular, the plural forms
of irregular verbs, and the loss of gender distinction in verbs is less clear and
requires further investigation.

Mustafawi (2017) offers an extensive examination and evaluation of Arabic
phonology. The chapter commences with a succinct exploration of the sound
systems present in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) and Classical Arabic (CA),
drawing attention to any disparities or potential discrepancies as articulated by
Classical Arabic grammarians. Furthermore, an appraisal of the phonemic
inventory of MSA is conducted, juxtaposing it against the sound systems
characteristic of diverse Arabic dialects. These dialects are categorized into six
principal groups, namely Gulf Arabic (GA), Iraqi Arabic (IA), Levantine Arabic
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(LA), Yemeni Arabic (YA), Egyptian Arabic (EA), and Maghrebi Arabic (MA).
The chapter undertakes comparative analyses among these dialects, encompassing
their sound systems, syllable structures, and stress patterns. Moreover, the chapter
delves into the examination of various phonological processes, such as assimilation,
affrication, lenition, and pharyngealization. Throughout the discussion, the author
intermittently references particular dialects within the major dialect groups, thereby
introducing novel data gleaned from lesser-explored dialects.

The study by Munro (1993) undertakes an exploration of how native Arabic
speakers pronounce English vowels. It employs a combination of acoustic
measurements and accentedness ratings to scrutinize the phonetic attributes
exhibited by Arabic speakers when producing English vowels while also evaluating
the extent of perceived foreign accents in their pronunciation. The investigation
involves the gathering of speech samples from individuals who are native Arabic
speakers, focusing on their rendition of English vowels. Acoustic measurements are
subsequently employed to analyze the spectral properties inherent in the produced
vowel sounds, encompassing factors such as formant frequencies and duration. In
tandem, accentedness ratings are acquired through listener judgments or
evaluations, facilitating an assessment of the level of foreign accent that perceivers
detect within the English vowel production of Arabic speakers.

In summary, previous studies have examined Arabic linguistics, covering
dialects, sociolinguistics, language attitudes, and phonology, yielding insights into
Arab language and culture. Our research aims to enhance this knowledge by
analyzing acoustic aspects in Arabic dialects and investigating the influence of
social factors on pronunciation, particularly focusing on gaps related to attitudes,
identity, and linguistic variation among Arabic speakers.

4. Methodology

The present study adopted a methodological framework that encompassed a series
of systematic steps to ensure comprehensive data collection and analysis. The
subsequent sections provide an elaborate account of the specific procedures
involved:

4.1 Participant selection

To secure a sample that could offer profound insights into the research topic, a
purposive sampling technique was employed. This type of sampling provides
researchers and practitioners with a thorough understanding of the benefits and
utility of purposive sampling in research. It highlights the specific situations and
research contexts where purposive sampling can be effectively applied (Gentles,
Charles, Ploeg, and McKibbon 2015). This purposeful sampling technique
specifically aimed at selecting individuals who possessed a notable degree of
proficiency in the Arabic language and expressed a genuine willingness to actively
engage in the study. By purposefully selecting participants who could provide rich
and relevant data regarding dialects and pronunciation within the Arabic-speaking
context, the study aimed to obtain in-depth information.
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4.2 Informed consent

Prior to engaging in data collection, informed consent was obtained from each
potential participant. A comprehensive elucidation of the study's objectives,
methodologies, and the rights bestowed upon participants as subjects of research
was thoroughly provided. Voluntary consent was then obtained from those willing
to partake in the research.

4.3 Data collection

The data collection utilized open-ended questions (see appendix). These questions
created an inclusive space wherein participants were encouraged to openly express
their experiences, attitudes, and perspectives concerning dialects and
pronunciation. The scripts were crafted to delve into multiple dimensions,
encompassing participants' interactions with diverse dialects, societal demands
regarding precise Arabic speech, linguistic adaptability, self-assurance in speaking
Arabic, and the impact of social identity on pronunciation. To facilitate effective
communication, the questions were translated into both Arabic and English, then
incorporated into Google Forms and distributed to the participants. This approach
allowed participants to express their thoughts comfortably and in their preferred
language.

4.4 Scripts

This study implemented a research methodology that entailed consolidating all
participant responses into a cohesive script, thereby optimizing the data collection
process for improved efficiency and coherence. The study sought to achieve a
thorough and profound comprehension of the topic being investigated by
incorporating the varied perspectives, observations, and real-life experiences of the
participants. This inclusive methodology not only acknowledges the richness and
abundance inherent in language and culture but also facilitates a meticulous and
nuanced exploration of the research inquiries at hand.

4.5 Thematic analysis

The responses gathered underwent an extensive and meticulous process of thematic
analysis, which is a highly regarded and widely accepted qualitative data analysis
method. In their comprehensive work, Clarke, Braun, and Hayfield (2015)
emphasize the pivotal role of thematic analysis in examining qualitative data,
enabling the discovery of recurring patterns, prevalent topics, and overarching
themes inherent within the dataset. Thematic analysis holds great value in the
realms of social sciences and qualitative research, as it facilitates the unearthing of
profound insights. The analytical journey comprised a series of iterative steps,
commencing with an immersive engagement with the data to cultivate familiarity
and depth of understanding. Subsequently, coding was employed to systematically
label and categorize specific segments of the data, paving the way for subsequent
theme identification. Through this process, the researchers discerned overarching
themes that permeated the dataset, elucidating the underlying connections and
meanings. Lastly, theme interpretation unfolded, unveiling the profound


https://doi.org/10.33806/ijaes.v24i2.587

Alshehri and AlShabeb Exploring Attitudes, Identity, and Linguistic ...

significance of the identified themes in relation to the research questions at hand,
further enriching the depth of understanding and knowledge generation.

4.6 Theme development and discussion

Following the thematic analysis, the examination of data revealed the emergence of
five salient themes that provided valuable insights into participants' attitudes and
experiences concerning dialects and pronunciation. These themes encompassed the
allure associated with dialects, the societal pressure exerted to achieve precise
Arabic speech, the concept of language flexibility, and the influence of social
identity on pronunciation. The subsequent step involved contextualizing and
engaging in a comprehensive discussion of these findings within the existing
scholarly literature. This contextualization and discussion process facilitated a
deeper comprehension of the complex interconnections among language usage,
identity dynamics, and social status, ultimately contributing to the advancement of
knowledge in this field.

Embedded within a qualitative research framework, this investigation was
embarked upon with a focal point on harnessing open-ended questions as the
principal conduit for acquiring data. Through the utilization of this methodological
approach, the researchers aimed to enable an all-encompassing investigation into
the viewpoints and firsthand encounters of participants concerning the research
subject matter. The utilization of open-ended questions allowed for a flexible yet
organized approach, enabling participants to freely express their thoughts while
ensuring coverage of key topics. These open-ended questions, characterized by an
adaptable yet systematic structure, served as a powerful means to delve into the
complexities and nuances of the subject matter at hand. Employing thematic
analysis as a robust analytical framework, salient themes were discerned, thereby
shedding light on participants' attitudes and experiences pertaining to dialects and
pronunciation. By contributing to the extant scholarly discourse, these findings
provided nuanced insights that deepen our understanding of the intricate interplay
between language utilization and social identity within the realms of Arabic-
speaking contexts.

4.7 Ethical approval

The main researcher obtained approval for the study from the Institutional Review
Board (IRB) by following ethical guidelines with the reference number
638227289275362044. The authors placed significant importance on upholding
ethical standards and made sure no compromises were made. The researchers
actively sought the voluntary involvement of all individuals included in the study
and obtained informed consent from each participant beforehand. Stringent
precautions were implemented throughout the entirety of the research to safeguard
the confidentiality and anonymity of the participants, thereby preserving their
privacy.
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5. Results
Upon encoding the script and conducting analysis on the gathered responses,
several discernible themes emerged.

5.1 Dialects and their distinctiveness

Multiple participants frequently encounter a diverse range of dialects and
acknowledge their distinctiveness and allure. They perceive certain dialects to be
more comprehensible and regard specific ones as possessing greater prestige or
sophistication. Participants have demonstrated a tendency to adapt their
pronunciation in accordance with specific social groups or situations, often facing
scrutiny for their linguistic choices. For example, some participants said: "['ve
noticed that I kind of switch up how I speak depending on who I'm with or where I
am," and "Sometimes people give me a hard time about it, like they've got some
sort of expectations about how I should sound". In general, participants perceive
the diversity of dialects as a valuable resource. The viewpoints expressed
correspond with the conclusions drawn by Kainuwa, Binti, and Yusuf (2013),
whose research indicates that attitudes toward language are influenced by a range
of factors, such as levels of education, socioeconomic status, and regional
affiliation.

Moreover, the study emphasizes the importance of language choice and
pronunciation as signals of an individual's social standing and affiliation with their
local community. This observation aligns with the experiences shared by
participants who adapt their pronunciation to match specific social situations.
Consequently, their responses offer supplementary evidence that reinforces the idea
that language attitudes and dialects are closely intertwined with social identity and
status.

5.2 Pressure to speak Arabic correctly

Participants feel a lot of pressure to speak Arabic perfectly due to work or social
expectations, and some have experienced discrimination or negative feedback
based on their pronunciation. Speaking Arabic correctly is seen as important for
maintaining the integrity of the language, connecting with cultural heritage, and as
a reflection of social identity. One participant said: "Honestly, it feels like there's
this constant pressure to get my Arabic just right, especially at work or in social
circles". Participants exhibit diverse levels of self-assurance in their Arabic
speaking proficiency, which can fluctuate depending on the particular situation or
context. These are in line with a number of studies, such as (Al-Khasawneh 2016,
Hanani 2009, and Zoghbor 2014), which provide evidence of the pressure and
expectations that Arabic speakers and learners face to speak Arabic correctly, and
the potential negative consequences of mispronunciation or non-standard language
use, as indicated by another participant: "It's like people are always listening and
ready to judge". The research findings also underscore the significance of accurate
pronunciation in terms of effective communication, cultural identification, and
social standing.
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5.3 Flexibility in language use

Participants display a dynamic and versatile linguistic behavior characterized by
their adeptness in seamlessly transitioning between different dialects, driven by
contextual factors, personal inclinations, and individual preferences. One
participant mentioned: "I find myself shifting between dialects pretty effortlessly,"
and another one said: "It's like wearing different hats for different occasions".
Within this intricate framework, specific participants discern certain dialects as
more fitting or apt for particular situations, reflecting their astute awareness of
sociolinguistic  nuances. Additionally, participants prioritize effective
communication as the paramount objective, placing less emphasis on flawless
pronunciation, especially when engaging with interlocutors who may lack
familiarity with the same dialect. A third participant replied: "Honestly, it's all about
understanding those little nuances in language; I often find myself picking up
dialects that seem just right for the occasion". This overarching flexibility in
language use observed among participants highlights their remarkable adaptability
and willingness to tailor their pronunciation in accordance with the demands of each
unique situation they encounter.

5.4 Confidence in speaking Arabic

Participants exhibit a range of confidence levels in their Arabic-speaking abilities,
with variations observed based on the specific situation or context at hand. While
some participants exude a higher degree of confidence in their language
proficiency, others exhibit lower levels and may have encountered negative
feedback that has heightened their self-consciousness. "One participant noted, "My
confidence in speaking Arabic fluctuates. There are moments when I feel quite
assured, and others where I find myself a bit on edge, particularly if I feel observed
in formal settings". It is noteworthy that participants' experiences regarding
negative feedback differ, as some individuals have not encountered such
unfavorable responses, thereby maintaining a greater sense of self-assurance.
Conversely, certain participants have undergone distressing experiences that have
instilled a heightened self-awareness when it comes to their linguistic performance.
Nevertheless, participants collectively acknowledge the significance of speaking
Arabic correctly, recognizing it as a marker of linguistic competence and taking
pride in their ability to adhere to the standards of accurate pronunciation and usage:
"I reckon speaking Arabic correctly is something to be proud of. It's like carrying
the torch of our linguistic heritage, and I take that responsibility seriously".

5.5 Influence of social identity on pronunciation

The pronunciation of Arabic among participants is not solely shaped by individual
linguistic preferences but is profoundly influenced by the social groups to which
they belong and the people they interact with on a regular basis "Honestly, the way
I pronounce Arabic is not just a personal thing. It's deeply tied to the people I hang
out with, the group I belong to". The social dynamics and networks participants are
embedded in play a significant role in shaping their pronunciation patterns and
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choices. It is within these social contexts that participants develop and refine their
language practices, including pronunciation, through ongoing interactions,
socialization processes, and exposure to various linguistic models: "For sure, I feel
that my pronunciation is like a mirror of my social identity. it's a reflection of my
cultural background, where I come from, and the people I interact with regularly".
Within the diverse spectrum of participants, some exhibit a heightened
consciousness of how their pronunciation can influence and shape their social
identity. These individuals are keenly aware that the way they pronounce Arabic
can reflect their social affiliations, cultural backgrounds, or regional identities. As
a result, they actively strive to conform their pronunciation to the prevailing norms
and expectations prevalent within their social circles, thereby ensuring a sense of
inclusivity and harmony within these specific communities. This conscious
engagement with pronunciation as a social marker and identity signifier allows
these participants to navigate social contexts with a heightened awareness of the
linguistic cues they convey and the impressions they make.

6. Discussion

The field of sociolinguistics has extensively explored the phenomenon of dialects
and their inherent attractiveness. According to Coulmas (2013), dialects represent
linguistic variations that reflect regional, social, or ethnic disparities. These
dialectal divergences are deemed distinctive and captivating, as they encapsulate
the profound cultural and historical heritage inherent in specific regions or
communities. Jahr (2011) further underscores the capacity of dialects to convey
social cues, encompassing indicators of social class, educational attainment, and
occupational status, which contribute to their allure and prestige. The profound
appreciation for dialects and their enchanting qualities is clearly discernible in the
attitudes of numerous participants who frequently encounter diverse dialects
(Kainuwa, Binti, & Yusuf 2013) investigate the perspectives of both native Arabic
speakers and language learners, revealing a common perception that Arabic dialects
enrich the linguistic landscape, adding depth, variety, and vibrancy to the language.
Their study reveals a collective belief that Arabic dialects play a vital role in
enriching the linguistic fabric, augmenting its depth and variety. Moreover,
participants in China, as documented by Ng and Zhao (2015), express profound
admiration for the multifaceted intricacies of Chinese dialects, recognizing them as
an inherent asset that bolsters the strength of the language.

Nevertheless, alongside the appreciation of dialects, participants often
encounter the pressure to conform their pronunciation to align with specific social
groups or situational contexts, which can subsequently subject them to judgment or
discrimination. Hanani (2009) reports the experiences of Gulf Arabic speakers, who
feel compelled to articulate English with impeccable pronunciation in order to meet
societal expectations, firmly believing that mispronunciations may elicit negative
evaluations or prejudiced treatment. Similarly, (Al-Khasawneh 2016) highlights the
prevailing sense of obligation experienced by Arab students in the United Arab
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Emirates to speak Arabic flawlessly, particularly in formal settings, where any
errors may instill feelings of embarrassment or inferiority.

However, despite the challenges posed by such linguistic pressures, the
recognition and celebration of dialectal diversity persist strongly. As Kainuwa,
Binti, and Yusuf (2013) elucidate, participants in their study perceive dialects as an
invaluable link to their cultural heritage, fostering a profound sense of identity.
Consequently, the diversity inherent in dialects is widely regarded as a potent asset,
imbuing language and culture with depth and richness. The significance placed on
speaking Arabic correctly is a prevalent phenomenon among Arabic speakers and
learners, as it serves as a reflection of their social identity and cultural heritage (Al-
Khasawneh 2016). He adds that perfect pronunciation is considered pivotal in
preserving the integrity of the language and averting negative judgments or
discriminatory treatment. The pressure to conform often stems from professional or
social expectations, where participants perceive the need to present themselves as
proficient speakers to thrive in personal and occupational spheres.

Al-Khasawneh (2016) believes that the level of confidence demonstrated by
participants in their Arabic speaking skills is contingent upon the specific situation
or context. According to him, individuals tend to exhibit greater assurance when
engaging in Arabic conversations within informal settings among friends and
family, in comparison to formal or professional environments that prioritize
accurate pronunciation. Additionally, participants' confidence levels are influenced
by language anxiety, as they contend with feelings of unease or self-consciousness
regarding their ability to speak Arabic flawlessly in the presence of others (ibid).
Despite the pressure to adhere to precise pronunciation standards, participants
unequivocally acknowledge and appreciate the diverse range of dialects, viewing
them as a testament to the language's liveliness and resilience. It is worth noting
that certain dialects may be more easily understood than others, while specific
variants possess unique characteristics.

7. Conclusion

In conclusion, the field of sociolinguistics has dedicated substantial research to
exploring the phenomenon of dialects and their distinctive linguistic features.
Dialects are regarded as unique and captivating due to their ability to embody the
rich cultural and historical legacy of specific regions or communities. While the
appreciation for dialects and their diverse manifestations remains robust, the
pressure to adhere to correct pronunciation standards can engender feelings of
anxiety and subject individuals to negative judgments from others. However,
participants display a genuine recognition and admiration for the intricate and
diverse characteristics of dialects. They willingly adapt their pronunciation to align
with the preferences and expectations of particular social groups or specific
contexts, thereby exemplifying their adherence to the principles outlined in the
accommodation theory. Moreover, within multilingual and multicultural settings,
the prioritization of effective communication over impeccable pronunciation is a
prevailing phenomenon. It is imperative to foster a more inclusive and embracing
stance toward linguistic diversity, acknowledging the intricate nature of language
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attitudes and ideologies concerning Arabic dialects. By doing so, we can cultivate
an environment that encourages acceptance and understanding of the complex
dynamics surrounding language variation and fosters a sense of unity amid diverse
linguistic practices.

It is crucial to acknowledge the unique and captivating nature of dialects
within the field of sociolinguistics. While adherence to correct pronunciation
standards can create anxiety and subject individuals to negative judgments,
participants admire the intricate characteristics of dialects. The accommodation
theory demonstrates a willingness to adapt pronunciation to align with social groups
or specific contexts. In multilingual and multicultural settings, effective
communication takes priority over impeccable pronunciation. By fostering
acceptance and understanding of linguistic diversity, we can create a sense of unity
amid diverse linguistic practices.

8. Recommendations

Researchers have the opportunity to undertake comparative investigations
exploring the attitudes and experiences pertaining to dialects and pronunciation
across diverse Arabic-speaking regions or languages. This research area has the
potential to illuminate how societal, historical, and cultural influences affect
language attitudes and how dialects are viewed. By juxtaposing varied contexts, a
more comprehensive comprehension of language variation and its ramifications on
identity and social dynamics can be attained.

Furthermore, longitudinal studies can be conducted to scrutinize the
fluctuations in language attitudes and practices of pronunciation over time. Such
investigations facilitate an understanding of the dynamics governing language
evolution, the repercussions of language policies, and the evolving perceptions of
dialects within a given community. Insights into the factors influencing language
adaptation and the influence of social identity on language practices can be gained
by making extensive observations.

Moreover, an expanded exploration of the intricate relationship linking
language attitudes, identity formation, and social status is warranted. This line of
inquiry necessitates an examination of how individuals' perceptions of dialects and
pronunciation mold their sense of identity and belonging within their community.
The resulting research outcomes can augment our comprehension of the complex
interplay between language utilization, social identity, and linguistic diversity,
particularly within the realm of Arabic-speaking contexts.

Lastly, the potential exists for experimental studies to scrutinize the effects
of language variation on communication and social interactions. Investigations of
this nature can shed light on how diverse dialectal variations or pronunciation styles
influence comprehension, perception, social judgments, age, gender, and education.
Through the lens of empirical research, experimental endeavors have the capacity
to provide evidence regarding the impact of linguistic diversity while dispelling
stereotypes or biases associated with specific dialects.
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Appendix

Open-ended questions
1. Can you describe your experiences with Arabic dialects?

In what contexts do you use different dialects?

How do you perceive the differences between dialects?

How do you feel about speaking different dialects in different situations?

Do you think there is a stigma associated with certain dialects?

How do you think the use of dialects varies by age or gender?

Can you describe a time when your use of a specific dialect had a social

impact?

8.  What is your opinion on the standardization of Arabic pronunciation and
dialects?

9. How does your family background influence your use of dialects?

10. How do you think the use of dialects may be changing over time?
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